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THE BREHREN EVANGELIST. 



her members to wear certain articles of faahional 
apparel." "A Dumber of things" be says "are 
I** specified in the minutes." This same elder says 
further, we did not expect the admission but he 
says nevertheless "in regard to many of these" 
(kinds of apparel, I suppose) "the Scriptures are 
as silent a* the grave." But then he falls back on 
Rom. 12 : 2, to justify the church in her forbidd- 
ing etc. If there were not a perversion about this 


believe in church work, but "when one sheep has j anoe of tbi* world's goods. I have lived with the 

gone astray" don't go after it with dogs and sticks, 

but go after it with your prayers, your entreaties, 

and supplication, just like you go after those that 

have always been out in the mountains of sin. It 

is a strange feature in professed Christian churches 

that they will court, plead and pursuade to get 

persons into the church, and as soon as that is 

done, they are brought under enforced "rule," and 


Scripture, there might be cause for action. They J driven from that time on. Such teachings and 


make it apply to "dress," and their construction is 
clearly "be not conformed to this world'* in drees ; 
their writing, decisions and actions prove it. But 
Paul says, "but be ye transformed (changed) by 
the renewing of your minds." Paul's construction 
| ** and theirs differ materially, and Paul's teaching 
agrees with Christ's exactly. Christ would have 
us "born again," which is identical to" having the 
mind renewed and being "renewed in the spirit of 
your mind." These re-born and renewed spirits 
do not need any legislation en dress or anything 
else, for they having been baptized into Christ," 
and having received the divine nature, they are 
now the free, the all one and "the servants of 
Christ," and no power on earth has a right to ex- 
ercise authority over them, and I challenge the 
proof to the contrary. 1 Pet. 1 : 14 is another ex- 
ample, "not fashioning yourselves," etc. It seems 
that the word "fashioning" herein the minds of 
some, carries with it the idea of the worlds fashion 
of apparel. Nothing could have been further from 
the apostles mind than this. For the reason, first, 
that litem was not at that time the frivolous fool- 
ishness practiced as now and second, Peter says 
"according to the formar lusts." Aa this apparel 
fashion was not indulged in, the "lusts" could not 
have been for that, hence, this is clearly a perver- 
sion. I only refer to these two of many, to show 
that the Scriptures are perverted for the purpose 
of creating cause for legislative action in the church. 
Why men should do so, when it is clearly against 
the tenor of the Scripture, I cannot conceive. 

The same elder above refered to says further, 
"when we, as members of the body of Christ, hear 
the church and obey them that have rule over us 
and submit ourselves in love — this is what we call 
Bible" etc. Yes this is "what we call Bible," but 
pray tell rae is it Bible ? Is it Bible to per- 
vert the Scripture? Is it Bible to (try to) rule 
over God's free children ? Is it Bible to teach to 
"hear the church" instead of Christ? or is it Bible 
to rule, or to have any but Christ to rule over us f 
-^Christ is our ruler. He gave us a perfect law. 
Where Christ gave no law there is none, and "where 
there is no law there is no transgression," church 
rules to the contrary notwithstanding. The 
notion of church authority comes from the Cath- 
olics, and from them it has been implanted into 
nearly all churches. And I dare, say it properly 
belongs from whence it came, for tbe idea doea not 
come from the Scriptures, nor does it belong there. 
The Scriptures teach "examine yourselves." Never 
is the idea of one to examine another advanced in 
tbe Scripture, but on the contrary it is denounced. 
The idea of examining another, and consequently 
judging and condemning another is foreign to the 
Scriptures when they are correctly rendered and 
properly understood. 

Now I have to close this article, not because it 
is exhausted, but because it is too lengthy. But 
now before I leave you, let me entreat you to take 
your Bible, sit down, study the mind of Christ, get 
his mind, get his spirit, and by getting that you 
will find your own nothingness, and 1 imagine you 
will feel like you were the poorest, the unworthieat 
finite being that ever lived. If you do, you feel 
yourself exactly, you feel just what you really are, 
you then will fee) very humble, you will "esteem 
others better than yourself.'V'And you will feel 
like it is all you can possibly do to pull yourself 
through ; you will not feel like you could watch 
over and take care of a whole church and keep 
them all straight, but you will feel like it will take 
yourself and the whole church diligently watching 
to keep you in the bounds of reason. I would to 
God that all did feel just that way, then I know 
that there would not be so much church work 
directed to disobedient (?) members but more for 

Christ. ^ 
Now to cut off criticism let me say this yet. I 


practicing is directly in conflict with the Gospel 
And it is certainly a Christian duty to enlighten 
people on such points. My Christian brethren 
there is much to do. More than we see at a casual 
glance. Let us work then. "Cry aloud and spare 
not." For we "must not shun to declare tbe whole 
counsel of God." Teach members their own 
responsibility and when once they see their own 
properly, they, will not feel like judging and - con- 
demning any body. And we will have a church 
after the mind of Christ. Serving God after His 
will acceptably. 


The Bishop of London Arraigns the Church. 


HE VOLUNTARILY GIVES UP HIS BISHOPRIC, HIS 

PALACE, HIS SKAT INT THB HOUSE OP LOBDS, 

AND AW ANNUAL SALABT OP $10,000 

AND PROPOSES TO DEVOTE HIMSELF 

TO THE CAUSE OP SUFFERING 

HUMANITY. 

A brother sends us the follow in? synopsis of a 
*ermon delivered by the Bishop of London and 
published litst in London Justice. Everybody 
ought to read it, it has the true ring. 

TEXT : — "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and 
bowl lor your miseries that shall come upon you. 
Behold the hire of the laborers who have reaped 
down your fields, which is of you kept back by 
fraud, crieth;and the cries ol them which havo 
reaped are entered into the ears of the Lord of 
Saboath. Ye have lived in pleasure on the eaith, 
and been wanton; ye have nourished your hearts 
as in a day of slaughter. Ye have condemned and 
killed the just, and he doth not resist you." 
— James v : 1 4, 5, (J. 

Fellow citizens. — The text which I have 
just read you, and from which I shall preach the 
la»t sermon as Bishop that I shall ever deliver 
from this pulpit, is one which is probably as unfa- 
miliar to vou comfortable well to do people as it is 
familiar to all those who wince it was originally 
penned, have toiled and suffered for humanity. 
Although it is read sometimes in the ordinary 
course of our church service, yet, judging by your 
conduct, your ears have been deaf to its terrible 
denunciations. From the days when I wbb an 
humble curate until now, I have had a large and 
varied experience of cathedrals, churches, preach- 
ers and sermons, but I have never yet heard a dis- 
course based on these words, and I cannot learn 
from any of my brother bishops or priests 
that they have used them, or heard them bo 
used. 

I can ace by your uneasy demeanor that you 
are asking yourselves why, on this Christmas day, 
when, in accordance with custom, I should be 
preaching Bmooth things to you, 1 should be mad 
enough to offend your delicate susceptibilities by 
quoting the saying of one of the common people — 
words written eighteen centuries ago — which 
might have done very well then, but which cannot 
possibly be applied to you and your class today; 
you who come here, clad in purple and fine linen, 
who, BomB of you. live in kings houses, who lare 
delicately every day, and who consider that you 
have fulfilled every moral obligation when you 
have dropped a coin into the collection box, before 
you step into your carriage to be driven to your 
luxurious home. It is because I 'believe that not 
only James, but Jesus Christ himself, if he could 
stand in my place today, would hurl these words 
at you with a force and a passion of whioh we, in 
the nineteenth century, have but little conception. 
Not as a bishop, but as a man I repeat them to 
you, hardly hoping that they may touch your 
hearts, and strange position. 

For years' I have been one of you. My home 
baa been not where Christ's home was, with the 
masses, but with the classes. I have an abund- 


fawiiionablc and wealthy, and 1 have been a digni- 
tary of the church which is the church of the rich, 
and not tbe church of the poor. Without a protest 
I have mixed in society with men and women 
whom Christ would have denounced a» bitterly as 
he denounced the Scribes and Pharisees. Jn tbe 
house of lords, I have silently sat side by side 
with whoremonger* and adulterer*, and silently 
have I welcomed as my personal friends, high-born 
women — some of whom I see before me today— 
with whom no decent workiugman would allow 
hie wife or daughter to associate. 

I have seen among you, spreading like a canker, 
tbe lust of the flesh and the pride of life, and in- 
stead of reproving yon, as Christ would have done, 
I have taken refuge in generalities, and have not 
dared to denounce your individual sins. And all 
this time there has been going on around me, in 
this huge city and throughout the land, the surg- 
ing, toiling life of humanity — the sorrow, the suff- 
ering, the poverty, the disease, the sin and the 
shame which f realized but dimly, as something 
altogether apart trom my own existence, but for 
which, I at laBt see clearly, you and f have been 
up to tbe present time, mostly to blame. We 
and our class have kept back by fraud the hire of 
the laborers who have reaped our fields, we have 
lived in pleasure on the earth and been wanton, we 
have nourished our own hearts while we have 
starved the bodies of those to whom wc owe the 
very bread we eat and the clothes we wear, and 
now we arc condemuing and killing at our very 
gates the people whose inarticulate cry is entering 
into the ears of the Lord of Saboath, whose faith- 
ful servants we pretend to be. 

My fellow citizens, I know r,ot how it may be 
with you, but forme this careless, selfish life is en- 
ded. Little by little I have awakened to the fact 
that all my days I have entirely neglected my real 
duty to my fellow men, and at last I have come to 
know that ray proper place is not here, as a well 
paid bishop ol a church which, in its present con- 
dition is utterly opposed to every thing which 
Christ taught, but among the poor, to whom he 
declared the Gospel should be preached among the 
laborers, whose hire we have kept back by trand. 
Too long have I neglected the miserable social 
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facts of our so-called Christian civilization. Too 
long have I spoken to you smooth things and cried 
peace when there was no peace. I have known by 
repute that there was misery among onr people, 
starvation in our mid*t, and prostitution upon our 
streets, but hitherto I have taken these as some- 
thing lor which vou and I were not responsible, 
but which were really due to the inherent wicked- 
ness of nat u re. 

But now I have learned that our pleasures and 
our wantonness have been built upon this hideous 
foundation, and having learned this — as you may, 
also learn if you will — I have resolved that this 
Christmas day my new life shall begin. To-day I 
lay down my robes, I give up my bishopric, my 
palace and income ; I give up my seat in the house 
of lord*; I give up my pleasures of society and of 
the world, and at last I take my place aa man 
among men. 

It is I know, a bold step that I have taken, but 
I have fully counted the cost. Resolved no longer 
to live on'the labors of others, I shall probably 
have to join the great army of the unemployed. 

Tomorrow I shall attempt to preach mv first ser- 
mon to them in Trafalgar square from the same 
text that I havo used here lo-day, and it is likely 
that I shall pass to-morrow night in a police cell. 
But there I shall be no worse off than Jesus Christ 
would be if he attempted to enter this abbey 
(Westminster) now, for he would be arrested and 
locked up as a vagabond without visible means of 
subsistence. To you and to your class he would 
simply be a laborer whose subsistence you have 
kept by fraud. To the abolition of this frand, and 
to the misery and degradation which result from 
it, I shall henceforth devote my lite. U will bo no 
easy task, not near so easy as being bishop ot 
London, but the award ot a good conucience and 
of a noble work well done, is better far than a pal- 
ace and ten thousand ($48,000)a year. 

In this place I shall probably never speak again. 
But when freedom shall have opened out her arms 
and gathered all'men into her wide embrace, when 
justice and truth shall have taken the place of op 
pression and fraud, some man of the people shall 
stand in this temple of the dead, and, inspired by 
the best traditions of the past, the noble aspirations 
of the present, and the ,. ideal hopes of the future, 
shall send ringing through these lofty aisles that 
living Christmas message which till then can never 
have its full significance — 

"Peace on earth, and good will to men." 




